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THE UNSEEN RUOGER STRIKE 

ANNCR: 

THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HAS CEEN SO ABSORBED WITH ELECTION~ 
YEAR POLITICS THAT A MAJOR STRIKE AGAINST THIS COUNTRY'S 
FOUR LARGEST RUBBER COMPANIES HAS GONE ALMOST UNNOTICED, 
THAT'S NOT THE CASE IN AKRON, OHIO, THE HOME OF THE 
NATION'S RUBBER INDUSTRY AND ITS STRIKING UNION, 
AS CHARLES MEDD POINTS OUT IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 
VOICE: 

IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED A YOUNG BUSINESSMAN 
NAMED HENRY FIRESTONE FORMED A SMALL RUCBER COMPANY IN 
THE CITY OF AKRON. PROSPERITY CAME QUICKLY TO BOTH 
FIRESTONE AND AKROM SHORTLY AFTER ANOTHER YOUNG BUSINESSMAN, 
HENRY FORD, INVENTED THE ASSEMBLY LINE, CREATING AN 
OVERNIGHT NEED FOR AUTOMOBILE TIRES. 

THE LINK BETWEEN THE RUBBER AND AUTO INDUSTRIES 
THAT BEGAN IM THE PRODUCTION FIELD HAS LONG SINCE 
EXTENDED TO THE AREA OF LASOR-MANAGENENT RELATIONS. 


BOTH INDUSTRIES WERE UNIONIZED AT ABOUT THE SAME TINE -- 


NEARLY FORTY YEARS AGO -- AND UNDER STHILARLY TURBULENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. AND THE TWO UNIONS -- THE UNITED AUTO 
WORKERS AND THE UNITED RUDBER WORKERS -- NOT ONLY SHARE 


THE SAME MILITANT TRADITIONS, FOR THE PAST DECADE OR 
MORE THEY HAVE SARGAINED FOR NE!’ LAGOR CONTRACTS AT 
ROUGHLY THE SANE TINE. 

BECAUSE PRODUCTION “WORKERS IN THE THO INDUSTRIES 
PERFORM COMPARABLE DUTIES, THE UNIONS HAVE SOUGHT AND 


GENERALLY ACHIEVED COMPARABLE WAGES, 8UT ALL THAT CHANGED 
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WITH THE LATEST AGREEMENTS REACHED EXACTLY THREE YEARS 

AGO, HE RUBBER CONTRACT WAS NEGOTIATED IN THE SPRING 

OF 1973, DURING THE FINAL HOHTHS OF NATIONAL WAGE AND 

PRICES CONTROLS. TT CROUGHT THE AVERAGE WAGE FOR 

PRODUCTION WORKERS UP TO FIVE AHD ONE-HALF DOLLARS AN HOUR. 
THE AUTO WORKERS, BARGAINING A FEW MONTHS LATER, 

AND AFTER CONTROLS WERE LIFTED, “ON A HORE GENEROUS 

AGREEMENT. IN ADDITION TO A HIGH HOURLY WAGE BASE, THE 

AUTO UNION DEMAHDED AND RECEIVED PROTECTION AGAINST 

INFLATION THROUGH A CONTRACT PROVISION THAT AUTOMATICALLY 

RAISES WAGES EACH TIME CONSUMER PRICES GO UP, AND 

DURING THE INFLATIONARY PERIOD OF THE PAST THREE YEARS, 

THIS SO-CALLED COST-OF-LIVING ESCALATOR CLAUSE HAS 

PUSHED AUTO WAGES VELL BEYOND THOSE IN THE RUBLER INDUSTRY. 


AS A RESULT, THE UNITED RU: 


SER WORKERS ARE SEEKING 
A LOT OF MONEY TO CATCH UP WITH THE AUTO WORKERS BUT 
THE SAME PROTECTION AGAINST FUTURE INFLATION, AND 
SOME THREE AND A HALF WEEKS AFTER THE STRIKE BEGAN, 
THE RUBBER CONPANIES ARE STILL SAYING NO. 

THE LONG WALK-OUT HAS HIT HARDEST AT THE CITY 
OF AKRON, WHERE THREE OF ANERICA'S FOUR MAJOR RUBBER 
COMPAHIES, [MCLUDING FIRESTONE, ARE HEADQUARTERED, TO 
THPROVE ITS BARGAINING POSITION, THE UNION HAS ORGANIZED 


A BOYCOTT AGAINST FIRESTONE PRODUCTS, BUT SO FAR TO 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 1-0788 PAGE 3 
LITTLE EFFECT, MEANWHILE, THE CIETY OF DETROIT, WHERE 

HENRY FORD HAD SUCH AN IMPACT, IS LOOKING ON WITH 

ANXIOUS EYES. FOR THE NOW-COO TG AUTO INDUSTRY WILL 

NOT BE ABLE TO SELL CARS ONCE THE CURRENT SUPPLY OF TIRES 

IS GONE. AND, MOREOVER IF THE RUBBER WORKERS SHOULD 

WIN THEIR DEMAND FOR A LARGE WAGE GAIN, THE AUTO 

WORKERS, WHO BEGIN THET™ NEGOTIATIONS THIS SUMMER, WILL 

NO DOULT ANT MORE OF THE SANE, 


JS/PEN 


